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Ever since Chris neider came cut with his wonderful
SHIFTE838 Newusletter started hauving a strong desire to
produce my own newsletter once again.

Back in the old days I was a member of the UHlley of the
Sun T i99ers (UAST)Y Users Group and really en joyed the
meetings, group bbs and the neusletter every month.

As time went on, I eventually became president of the
group and neusletter editor. I really en_joued being the
editor and producing a neuwsletter every month - although

it was quite a bit of work, 1t was a labor ot love.

I started out using PagePro 99 and really got to Know the
program well. Using Page Pro, Page Fro Composer and other
TI araphics and text programs I was able to push the 11 to
the limit with producing a neusletter. Ht least that was
my opinion (and a few other people at the time). I wanted

to rival neusletters that were being produced on PLC Llones
and Macs at the +ime and I think T accomplished that.

This publication i1s by no means meant to compete with the
SHIFTS38 newsletter. Chris is doing a fantastic ob
repor-ting all the new thinags that are happenirng with our
beloved TI-339/4H. What I am going to do is reprint
information from our rich past that hopefully you will
find interesting. At the very least, maube somebody new to
TI will read something they didn’t Knouw.

Anuuway, [ don’t Know how many i1ssues of this little rag 1

will Bbe publishing but at least I am satisying the urge to
compose another newsletter and put 1t to bed.




RUIGRAL GO & GRRES

GANE TITLE | SCORE | JOVSTICK JOCKEY | TI CLUB |DATE

BHCKSTEINE 155988 STEUEN JRKARBFY OSHTI UG |839/35
BIGFOOT 29588 § ODRUVID HANDOLE OZARK 99 181/35
BLHSTOU yygss | MIKE CENDROUWSKL W/°PENN 991117394
BREAKTHROUGH 18581 RAY FEANT A URST 117393
BURGER BUILDR 1888888 § ELERNUOR ZIC W/APENN 395 j83/34
BURGERT IME g26868 1 MICKEY CENDROWSKI ju/PENN 93 (83785
CHR UWHRS 68581 JIM WHYNE URST 11793
CENTIPEDE 3@ 193A | MICKEY CENDROWSKI JWAPENN S93181/87
COLORS 186688668 | HARRY HOFFMAN CLEUELAND §83/35
OIG DUk 262468 | FRANK Z1C WAPENN 393 183/34
ENTRAFPMENT 3668 | FRANK Z£1LU 4/PENN 89]111/83
HOPPER HAa3 1826 TOM BEERSMHN OZARK 99 j8k/34
HUSTLE WON 52§ ELERNOR ZIC W/APENN 93 |83/34
JHUBREHKER 15251 JIM WHYNE URST 11399
JUMPY 131988 | ELERNOR £1IC W/APENN 393 }|83/34
MICRO PINBALL J17765688 1 NORM ROKKE WAPENN 99 |A5/87
MIDODNITE MHSON 271881 FRANK ZI1IC WAPENN 99§11/33
MOON PRTROL 731581} MIKE SEHRLY W/APENN 99 183/94
MUNCHMAN cB2178} PRUL BROCK 5SK. W/APENN S99 {83/87
PHCMAN 1538881 GARY TAHYLOR W/APENN 939 183/87/
PHRSELC 47388 | MICKEY CENDROWSKI JW/PENN 93 183/87
PKR SOLITHIRE 379A ) JACKIE REMENSKIL URST 11733
POLE POSITION C7?788 | MICKEY CENDROWSKI JW/PENN S3S 127394
SUPER VYAHHTCZEE 515 JACKIE REES UHST 11793
THE HTTHCK 318881 JIM WHYNE URST 11793
TI INUAHDERS 159381 PRUL BROCK SK. W/APENN 99 183/°87/
T35 IR1LS e2B8] FRANK 1L WAPENN 939111/93
TOMBSTNE CITY ] 1544881 DHNNY MCLOUIREE UZARK 939 (j11/94
TRN SOLITHIRE 351§ CRROL HOFFMHAN CLEUVELAND jB83/35
TREHSURE IS5LE 378AA ] MIKE CENDROUWSKI WAPENN 93 }§118/34
| TRIS C(HSGHRDOJ 83931 MICKEY CENDROWSKI jW/PENN 939}§12/394

This was a feature that ran in the UARST News tor many
issues. If my feeble memory serves me, 1t was initially
publ ished by Ray Frantz who was also a past president &
news letter editor of our group.

YVou?®ll naotice that members of the lWest Penn S93ers were
very active in this friendly competition. The person who
really pushed for me to republish this when 1 became

neuws letter editor was Mickey CendrowskKi of the lWestPenn
99ers. I'm sure many of you remember her as she was a real

mouer and shakKer 1n the T1I world.

The scores were posted on the honor sustem. LooKing at the
list you’ll see that we had cartridge, assembly and even

a couple of extended basic games that were posted. LCan you
beat some of the scores that were listed here?
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OLD TRICKS FOR NEW [(anDp noTv s0 NEwl USERS
BY JosepH COHEN
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Though many of us tend *tfo ignore most of the cartridge

software for our computer, with the exception of T1
Extended Hasic and, possibly, Multiplan, Logo 11,
Editor/Hssembler, and TE-¢ (for speechl, manygy of the
cartridges are uwvery enjoyable. In order to giuve 4gou an

excuse for searching your closets and basements lookKing
fFar +those hidden modules, I°d liKe to point out that many
of them have undocumented features ranging from useful to
interesting to amusing. Here are a few examples.

Many are probably familiar with "The Secret of Personal
Record Keeping: Implementing DISPLARY AT and RCCERPT HI
without Extended BHSICY, published way backK in 99 %er
magaz ine and reprinted in The Best of 98er, p. 7‘b.
Briet lu, TI BASIC with +the PRK module contains the
commands CALL D(> and CALL R() (similar to DISPLAY AT and
HCCEPT HT D). Presumably +this also works with the
Statistics module, but I do not have this one and could
not wverify 11. I hauve been told that this 1s a result of
the hybrid nature of certain modules, containing both GFL
and BASIC coding. Perhaps someone kKnows or could discover
additional undocumented features of this cartridge and
possible other cartridges which call console BHSIUC
routines (E.G. Tax/Inuvestment Record Keepingl.

Next, the TI Disk Manager cartridge offers a proprietary
protection feature that does not allow the DOisK Manager ToO
copy a protected diskette. To use it, press the FCTHN-X
Kegy ten times while on anyg menu screen. You will hear a
beep C(if your monitor has sound!) and >< will appear at
the center +top of the screen. Any diskettes 1ni1tialized
at this point will be proprietary protected. Each time you
address them using the Disk Manager cartridge (e.g., toO
catalog such a diskette), a low—-tone beep will sound (not
present for unprotected diskKettes), i1nforming you that the
diskKette 1s protected. The protection infaormation 1s
stored in sector B on the diskette. This type of
protection is ineffective against the sector disk copiers

and has been discussed in the past. I wonder of anybody
Knows more about it. The DM-1888 offers protection and
un—protection of diskettes; 1s 1t the same Kind as the I1

Disk Manager cartridge?

Now to a few game cartridges. Moornmine, Hlpiner,

Munchman, Murnchmobile, and Hopper haue a test mode. where
you can select the starting leuvel. o 1f you wanted tTo
see what 1t i1s like +o0 play at those levels you could
never reach., here is a good reason to plug those

cartirdges into your 99/4HI The test mode 1s obtained by
pressing SHIFT 8 3 8 at the game title screen (SHIFT G
only, for Hopper). and on Burgertime, pressing SHIFT B
gives a message: “"code modifications by John M. Phillips”.
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Haue Ay alwaus plaued Parsec as a one plauer game” Here
1S smgafhing giF?ergnf, for a two player team. IfF the
fire buttons on both _Jjousticks are pressed simultaneously,
Spaceship Parsec will not ocverheat. Horizontal lines will
appear on the screen, but they do not disturb the game and
would allow, in fact, one to see the Bunites when they

turn 1Nuisible.

This is certainly not an exhaustive list. I'f anybody

Knows about other ?+ricks”, would they please let me Know?
I am sure +the Aduenture and Tunnels of Uoom modules

contain undocumented features. Flease fahe a few moments
+o let others Know, and enjoy your cartridges!
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THE SSfL{ HOME COMPUTER
JESCRIPTION OF AN ANTIQUE
BY LHARLES Gnnp
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE TI HOME COMPUTER

TI began shipping the 99/4 (copyright 139739 on_the color
bar title screen) in October 13978. It cost $1158 bundled
with a 12 inch ecolor monitor (FORTUNE, December 3. 19749,
p.54). Initially you had to take the monitor and could not
purchase the 93/4 separateluy, and most purchasers had to

pay close to full price.

Bundl ing was necessary because the 393/4 console passed but
TIs TU modulator initially failed +n pass FCC lab tests
for noninter ference with radio and TY broadcast reception.
The modulator emitted +oo much BRF radiation (BUSINESS
WEEK. March 19, 1979, p.37). However, at that time the FLCL
did not requlate RF radiation from computing deuices not
hookKed directly to TUs. So TI got around the FLL
regulations Dy ot teri1ng to the public a Ycomplete
package”. It wasn’t until January 1, 1981 that the FLC
began testing HALL computers likely to be used 1n_a hone
enuironment Ffor TU/radioc broadcast interference (PUOPULHE
COMPUTING, Nouember 1981, p.63. TI suentually came up with
a TU mudulator that would pass FCC tests and on November
c8, 1988 began selling the console and monttor

separately.

The console’s list price was $658 (BUSINESS WEEK, December
= 1981A, p.cH). This was i1n one respect was actually a
price increase, because the separate prices of the console
and monitor were $258 more than their preuvious bundled

price.

TI never published any sales data for the 838/4, but an
independent market research firm estimated that T1I would
sell 25888 betuween its introduction and the end of 1388
CFORTUNE, Jdune 16, 1988, p.139). Ouring the summer ot 1381
TI guietly introduced the 885 /YA with a list price of
$525. By the time production of the 99/4H ceased 1in late
1383 or early 1384 the store price for a brand neu S3/4H
was  $54, and ouer I million. perhaps seueral million

99/°4As had been sold.
SUMMRRY OF DIFFERENCES BETHWEEN THE 38374 RAND SS/74H-

The most obuious differences are the Keuyboard, the lacK of
lower rcase letters on  the ®U4?”, and the "UY"s EOUHTIUN
CRLCULRATOR. Most "U”s have an earphone _jack on the front
for priuate listening, but mine doesn’t. I will discuss
most of these obuious differences in detail.

To be conTInued next month
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